 Old Wilsonian’s Lawn Tennis Club

Handicap Tournament 2018
The 2018 Handicap Tournament will begin on Monday 12 February and there will be a Finals Day on Sunday 29 April.  The main aims are to have some fun, meet different people and to start getting into form for the season ahead.  
FORMAT
Singles matches will be contested over the best of 3 long tie-breakers to 25 with the winner being 2 points clear (i.e. no conventional games)

Doubles matches will be the best of 3 sets – as usual with tie-breaks (first to 7 points) at 6-6 
RULES:

· Matches should be played using the full handicap, not the net effect. 
· Tournament matches take priority over all tennis other than league matches and club sessions on Saturdays. 
· Matches are to be played on the artificial courts, when available, but if circumstances dictate, matches may be played on the hard courts. Equally the use of floodlights is expected to be acceptable to everyone.

· The top player or pair in each match has the responsibility to contact their opponent to arrange the match. All contact numbers are available in the hut.  Every effort should be made to ensure matches are played on time please. The organiser will take into account the efforts made by each player to organise matches if he decides to determine a “winner” to go forward to the next round in order to keep the event on schedule.
SCORING FOR SINGLES

· Each match will always start from the right hand court – as with any tie-break.
· The first player serves 1 point from the right court, and then each player gets to serve for 2 points, always from the left court and then from the right court.

· The organiser will ensure that handicaps are even numbers. So the serve will always switch to the opponent when the score adds up to an odd number – as in any tie-break.

· Players should switch ends when the score is divisible by 6, as in a conventional tie-break.  So if the score is minus 4 –v- plus 2 the players will change ends.

·  The winner is the first player to reach 25 point, being at least 2 points clear.  If the score reaches 24-24, play continues until one player gets 2 points clear of the opponent.
SCORING FOR DOUBLES

· Players may agree to net off any handicaps until the lower handicap is zero.  But if they cannot agree, matches should be played using the full effect of both handicaps.   Therefore if a -30 plays a -40, they could net this off so the games all start 0 & -15.  If they cannot agree each game will start with the score at -30 & -40.

· It may be necessary to start each game from the left court if the handicaps total an odd number of points.

· Tie-breaks are played if the score reaches 6-6, as usual, the tie-break being the first to 7 points (2 clear)

· In the tie-break the starting score is adjusted by 2 points for each point of a player’s handicap. Therefore players with a handicap of: -40 start with -6, -30 start with -4, -15 start with -2, 0 start with 0, +15 start with +2 and +30 start with +4. Please do NOT net these off under any circumstances.

Good luck to everyone taking part.  Most of all - enjoy the tournament!

Derek Seston
Tournament Organiser

